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When we first embarked upon the journey of
Quran City, we were challenging the norms…

The inspirational verse was 66:11
                                  

where Allah quotes the dua of Sayyida
Aasiya when she said: “Rabb! Build for me a
house with You in Janna”

To us this meant investing in real estate in
Janna and so began the building of a city. We
found that it created a new found curiosity
and interest across the board (from infants to
adults) into learning the Divine text.

For most Muslims, the first step is to learn
how to recite the Qur’an. The recitation of
is heard throughout one’s life (irrespective
of whether one understands it or not)  from
birth, in every daily prayer (salaa)  through all
the rites of passages of life  until ones death.
This book intends to start this journey by

familiarizing oneself with each chapter (sura)
looking at its aim, focus and a narrative which
conceptualizes its message.
Qur’an CITY is a depiction of the groupings
of the suwer of Qur’an into a city (made out
of building bricks)  to instil a sense of curiosity
in children so they want  to learn about the
Qur’an (by exploring the city).
Even though the Qur’an is most read books
of all time; this awesome communication from
Divinity has not been appreciated. Each one
of us is responsible in making an effort to
understand this awesome book.

Recitation and memorisation are essential for
they are tools of preservation and ensure the
continuity of the original text.
However, the Qur’an was sent as essential
guidance for a human being to reach his full
potential. To engage with the Qur’an after
having learnt to recite it means to start with
familiarising oneself with its suwer, ayaat and
layout…

Those to whom We have given the Book read
it as it ought to be read. 2:121
Its original meaning is following (as in Q 91:2),
referring to the Moon when it follows the Sun.
It also means following the message of the
verses and taking them as leaders and guides.
Those to whom We have given the Book
follow it as it ought to be followed.

Imam Al-Sadiq (pbuh) states the rights of
tilaawaa:
1. Recitation of its verses
2. Understanding its depths
3. Acting on its rules
4. Having hope in its promises
5. Fearing its warnings
6. Taking lessons from its stories
7. Following its commands
8. Staying away from its prohibitions

Did you know that the Qur’an is the most reproduced printed and used book in the world.
The first printed Qur’an was produced in Venice in 1537 for sale in the Ottoman empire, where
all movable type printing using Arabic characters had been forbidden for fear of making
mistakes in the text.

Tafseer - to uncover, to explain, to clarify
Dubr - is the back or end of something. Looking at the first go into and the last of it and then
looking at it over and over again.

DID YOU KNOW?

TAFSEER & TADABBUR

TILAAWAA (TILAAWAT)

  

 

WHAT IS QUR’AN CITY?
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SURA/ SUWER
AYA/ AYAAT
JUZ / AJZAA
MANZIL/ MANAZIL
RUKU/ RUKUAAT
WORDS

114
6236
30
7
540/558
77,807

TERMINOLOGY

The learning (exploring) of Qur’an City is
through a modular study programme
1. Learning to recite the Qur’an (QRead 1 &

2)
2. Learning the name of the chapters of the

Quran.
3. Looking at the Qur’an as a whole (the

whole city) and at the groupings of the
chapters (Each suburb and city centre has
chapters that are linked to each other eg.
Haamidaat all start with the hamd (praise
and gratitude of Allah), Musabbihaat all

start with declaring His perfection)
4. Learning the names and general features

of the chapters (identifying the buildings
in Qur’an City. E.g. Each building is built
to scale according to the number of ayaat
in it and is identified by yellow – revealed
in Makka and Green – revealed in Madina)

5. Looking at the major themes identifying
the key concepts of each chapter which
are reflected in the building floors.

6. Reflecting on the key verses of each
section.

QUR’AN CITY LEARNING MODULES
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• The verses (ayaat) are brief and short.
• Invitation to submit to Divinity and follow Divine

Guidance.
• Accountability emphasised on the day of

Judgement and consequences of actions
• Janna & Jahannam
• Prophet Adam and Shaytan mentioned
• All the obligatory sajadaat in Makkan chapters
• Verses addressing humanity (O humankind) in

Makkan chapters
• Kallaa (never ever) used only in Makkan chapters.
• Of the 29 chapters beginning with Huruful

Muqatta’aat 26 are Makkan (exceptions being 2,3
and 13)

The chapters (suwer) revealed in Makka are
known as Makki and the chapters revealed
in Madina known as Madani. There are 86
Makkan Suwer and 28 Madani suwer. The
distinction between them can be described
as the journey from the why? (the nature of

belief) to the how? (the manifestation of belief
into a way of life which leads towards one’s
personal best). The presence of Makkan ayaat
(verses) in Madani suwer and vice versa shows
that why and how are interwoven throughout
the journey of life.

• The verses (ayaat) are longer and formal.
• Focus on social responsibilities and law
• Hypocrisy mentioned
• Address to ‘O you who believe’ in Madani

chapters (except for Suratul Hijr)
• Address to people of the book in Madani chapters
• Verses about warfare as permission to defend

given

MAKKAN CHAPTERS (WHY OF RELIGION?)

MADANI CHAPTERS (HOW OF RELIGION?)

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAKKI AND MADANI SUWER
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ٍ

THE CITY GATES

There are certain entry requirements before one can enter Qur’an City. One
cannot enter without intellectual humility.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR QUR’AN CITY

The City Gates are inscribed with the word
‘IQRA’ which means to READ and RECITE.
(Reading is from a parchment or book, whilst
reciting is from the heart).
This is the first word and order to humanity
revealed from Divinity.

This one word changed the world.
In response to this one command, the

Qur’an became the most printed, used and
reproduced book in the world giving birth to
entire libraries. IQRA’ in the context of Qur’an
City extends to 5 things:
1. Read
2. Memorise
3. Understand
4. Apply
5. Teach

1. Wudhoo

2. One should be able to recite the
Qur’an in Arabic or be in the
process of learning how to recite
for the awesomeness of Qur’an
City can only be experienced
through the recitation of the
book.

3. Seek protection from Shaytan by
reciting:

جِيمِْ 0یْطَانِ الر1    .اَعُوْذُ ِ(ِ+ مِنَ الش1
(I seek protection of Allah from
the guilty Shaytan).

4. Enter in His name:
حِيمِْ : حمَْنِ الر1 ِسْمِ اللهِ الر1

(I begin in the name of Allah, the
Kind, the Merciful)

5. Pronounce the ultimate
declaration of independence:

لاَاAََِ اِلاَ اللهِ 
(There is no God but Allah)

6. Ask Divinity as taught by the
Prophet:

1مْتَنيِْوَالزَْمْ قلَبيِْْ جِفْظَ كِتَابِكَ  O Nََلَ
(Make me commit to my heart
your book as You have taught me)

ROAD NETWORK

The road network that links all the
suburbs with each other is called M14,
representing Prophet Muhammad, his
daughter Fatima and the 12 Imams who are
the necessary guides to navigate Qur’an
City.
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ٍ

QUL CORNER 

These 5 chapters begin with the command (AMR) of SAY! (QUL)
(72) AL JINN
(109) AL KAAFIRUN
(112) AL IKHLAAS
(113) AL FALAQ
(114) AL NAAS
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SURA AL KAAFIRUN (109) - THOSE WHO DEFIANTLY COVER UP THE TRUTH
6 AYAAT MAKKI

Identity defined by religion 
There is no compromise in monotheism, Divine guidance and accountability 

DID YOU KNOW?

The sura is paired with Sura Al Ikhlaas (112) 
and they are known as Mukashkish (that 
which heals). 
It forms part of the basic tenant of Islam – 
LAA ILAAHA (No God) – Sura Al Kaafirun 
ILLALLAH - Except the One God – Sura Al 
Ikhlaas 

1. Thawab for reciting ¼ of the Qur’an

2. Safety on a journey with Nasr,
Ikhlas, Falaq & Naas

3. Recite for forgiveness.

The whole chapter is a direct address to those who defiantly covered up the truth and 
rejected Divine guidance. 

It was revealed in response to a proposal from the leaders of Makka who approached the 
Prophet and offered a compromise of worshipping each others Gods in alternate years 
and/or to abandon his religion in exchange for wealth, women and position. The Quraysh 
did not reject the concept of a Divine Creator but they dod not wish to be dictated by 
Divinity and wished to make up their own rules. 

The Prophet went up to them and addressed them with this chapter  creating a unique 
identity based on religion (deen - that which one has based his life on).

BENEFITS OF RECITATION

11



SECTION 1 AYAAT 1 – 5 
ADDRESS TO THE KAAFIRUN*  
(*THOSE WHO DEFIANTLY COVER UP THE TRUTH) OF MAKKA 

مِيحِرَّلا نِٰحمْرَّلا اللهِا مِسِْب
(I begin) in the name of Allah, the Kind, the Merciful.

نَوْرُِفا8َْلا اَهُّيَا اَي لْقُ
1. Say! O you who deny the truth

نَوْدُُبْعَت امَ دُُبْعَا لاَ
2. I do not worship what you worship

دُُبْعَا امَ نَودُِباEَ مُْتْنَا لاَوَ
3. And you do not worship what I worship

مْتُدَْبَع امَ دٌِباEَ اَنَا لاَوَ
4. And I will no worship what you worship

دُُبْعَا امَ نَوْدُِباEَ مُْتْنَا لاَوَ
5. Nor shall you worship what I worship

• The Makkans had made up their minds of non-acceptance of the Prophet
(pbuh).

• The Prophet (pbuh) declares his independence from them identifying himself
as a Muslim and them as the Kaa run.

• They offered him a proposal of compromise realising that he would not stop
by suggesting that they agree to worship each other’s Gods in alternate years

• They believed this way they could all live in peace.

The sura breaks all ties with them saying: “I do not worship that which you are 
orientated towards nor is my interaction with Divinity like yours…” 

12



SECTION 2 AYA 6 
NO COMPROMISE IN TRUTH 
Each has the consequences of choice of Deen (life transaction) creating a unique identity 
independent of race, colour, country -  based on religion.  

   نِ ْيدَِ ليِوَ مْكُُن ْيدِ مْكَُل
6. To you your religion and o me my religion

13



SURA AL KAAFIRUN

Kafara’ means to cover up. Here it means to cover up the truth. 
On the worksheet write down why it is bad to lie and colour the 
picture.
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SURA AL IKHLAAS (112) - PURITY OF BELIEF
4 AYAAT MAKKI

112:1 - ABSOLUTE MONOTHEISM

DID YOU KNOW?

This sura begins with the order ‘say’ 
which confers the meaning of verbalise, 
announce, shout it out from the 
rooftops…

There are four other suras in the Qur’an 
which begin with the same order - Jinn 
(72) Kaafirun (109), Falaq (113) & Naas
(114)

1. Recite 3 times for thawab of
reciting whole Qur’an.

2. Recite 100 times for forgiveness.
3. Abundance in wealth
4. Safety in travelling
5. Recite for fulfilment of wishes.
6. Protection from ‘evil eye’ (bad

vibes)

The sura is an explanation of the attribute of ‘AHAD’ (The Unique One)

It was revealed as an answer to the Holy Prophet (pbuh) in Makka when he was 
continuously asked to describe the identity of Allah. It clearly explains the 
distinction made in Sura Al Kaafirun between an ‘abd (servant) and one who is not 
an ‘abd.

It contains only 5 verses yet it encompasses the basis of Tawheed. It is said that 
one third of the Qur'an is an explanation of this very principle. Perhaps that is why 
the Prophet (pbuh) has said that the recitation of this sura once carries the thawab 
of reciting one third of the Qur'an.

It is also known as Sura Al Tawheed and Sura Al Samad besides other names.

The sura is paired with Sura Al Kaafirun.

BENEFITS OF RECITATION
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AYAAT 1 – 4 

EXPOSITION OF AL-AHAD (THE UNIQUE ONE) 

It answers the ques-on ‘Who is Allah?” 
Al Ahad – The Unique One  
Al Samad – The Eternal, Independent, Ever Reliable (Perfect & Complete) 
He does not give birth nor was He given birth to  
Incomparable – No Equal  

مِيحِرَّلا نِٰحمْرَّلا اللهِا مِسِْب
(I begin) in the name of Allah, the Kind, the Merciful.

دٌحََا اللهُا وَهُ لْقُ
Say! He Allah is the Unique One 

دُمَصَّلا اللهَُا
Allah is He on Whom all depend 

دَْلوُْي مَْلوَ دِْلَي مَْل
He does not give birth nor was He given birth to 

 دٌحََا اًوفُكُ هَُّل نْكَُي مَْلوَ
And there is none like Him 
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The Qur’an is like a journey of life. We start at Sura Al Faatiha and 
our goal is Sura Al Ikhlaas which tells us that in everything we do 
Allah must be our focus. Colour the picture below.

SURA AL IKHLAAS
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SURA AL FALAQ (113) - THE DAYBREAK 
5 AYAAT MAKKI

113:1 - REFUGE WITH THE LORD OF THE DAYBREAK FROM OUTER 
ENTITIES 

DID YOU KNOW?

Al Falaq & al Naas are known as 
‘maudhatayn’ – the two which 
protect. 
We take refuge in Allah from external 
and internal evils (negative powers 
that we do not understand). 

1. If recited in wajib salaa in the
month of Ramadhan, it is as
though you have fasted in
Makka and gain thawab of Hajj.

2. Removes anxiety if recited with
Suratun Naas.

Sura Al Falaq and Sura Al Naas are called Maudhatayn meaning “the two
which protect”.

We take refuge in Allah from evils (powers which we do not understand) like 
darkness, witchcraft and jealousy. In essence take refuge in Allah in any 
difficulty.

BENEFITS OF RECITATION
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AYAAT 1 – 5 

REFUGE FROM POTENTIAL EVIL OF CREATION – 
SPECIFICALLY DARKNESS, SORCERY & JEALOUSY 

We seek refuge in He who brings forth the dawn aNer the darkness of night from The aspect 
of crea-on that we see as harmful: 
UPer darkness 
Sorcery (blowing on knots) 
Jealousy  

مِيحِرَّلا نِٰحمْرَّلا اللهِا مِسِْب
(I begin) in the name of Allah, the Kind, the Merciful.

قَِلَفْلا بِّرَِب ذُوْعَُا لْقُ
1. Say! I place myself in the refuge of the Lord of daybreak

قََلخَ امَ رِّشَ نْمِ
2. From the evil of those He created

بََقوَ اَذِا قٍسِاYَ رِّشَ نْمِوَ
3. And from the evil of intense darkness when it comes

دَِقعُْلا فيِ تِاَثافََّّنلا رِّشَ نْمِوَ
4. And from the evil of those who blow on knots

دَسَحَ اَذِا دٍسِاحَ رِّشَ نْمِوَ
5. And from the evil of the jealous one who is jealous
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SURA AL NAAS (114) - THE HUMAN BEINGS 
6 AYAAT MAKKI

REFUGE WITH THE LORD, KING AND GOD OF HUMANKIND FROM 
INTERNAL WHISPERINGS 

DID YOU KNOW?

Al Falaq & al Naas are known as 
‘maudhatayn’ – the two which protect. 
We take refuge in Allah from external 
and internal evils (negative powers 
that we do not understand). 

1. Relief of pain – fast cure when
read on medicine

2. Safety from Jinn & Shaytan

This is the final sura of the Qur'an which complements Sura Al Falaq. The 
beginning of the Qur'an is a chapter on the realisation that the only path of 
success is through glorification, dua and praise of Allah. The final is 
concerned with taking refuge in Allah from the whisperings within the soul.

The Qur’an begins with the name of Allah (bismillah) and ends with human 
beings (Al Naas). The Qur’an’s beginning and end are interlinked. 

BENEFITS OF RECITATION
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AYAAT 1 – 6 

REFUGE FROM APPARENT AND HIDDEN WHISPERINGS 

We seek refuge in the Lord, King & God of Humanity (The three Divine aPributes that human 
beings oNen assign to themselves to tyrannise others) 

Refuge is sought from the unscrupulous and stealthy inner whisperer who whispers in our 
innermost being that incites us to evil.   

مِيحِرَّلا نِٰحمْرَّلا اللهِا مِسِْب
(I begin) in the name of Allah, the Kind, the Merciful.

سِاَّنلا بِّرَِب ذُوْعَُا لْقُ
Say! I place myself in the refuge of the Lord of humankind, 

سِاَّنلا كِِلَم
The King of humankind, 

سِاَّنلا هِٰلِا
The God of humankind. 

سِاَّنَْلخا سِاوَسْوَْلا رِّشَ نْمِ
From the evil of the whisperings of the stealthy whisperer 

سِاَّنلا رِوْدُصُْ فيِ سُوِسْوَُي يْذَِّلَا
Who whispers in the innermost hearts of humankind 

سِاَّنلاوَ ةَِّنِلجْا نَمِ
From among the jinn and humankind 
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Putting oneself in the protection of the Rabb from Sharr (Evil)

1
Protection from potential 

evil of all creation

2
Darkness 3

Blowing on 
knots witchcraft

Specifics

4
Jealousy

Inner entityOuter entities

Sharr 1   Sharr 2   Sharr 3 Sharr 4 Sharr 5

Whisper

Whisper
Whisper

Whisper

Whisper

?
? ?

? ?
?

? ? ? Ya Rabb
Ya Malik

Ya Ilah

SURA AL FALAQ (DAYBREAK) SURA AL NAAS (HUMAN BEINGS)
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What was the time for Fajr today? Daybreak is when the sun comes out 
(when the fajr salaa becomes qadha). Write both times in the space above 
and colour in the daybreak.

SURA AL FALAQ

29



WORDSEARCH

D L V S N I D D E Q Z O W R B 
Z A R E E E A A S A W A Z L F 
L H R R J G R Z S L Q V M V E 
S J T K M A U D H A T A Y N C 
H T N D N Q N F B H H N C W R 
A V R N A E Q I E K S W T K E 
R D Y S Y H S C G R O A Z V A 
R V A N S Z P S U H Q D S L T 
E H J D L R S M Q S T O N K I 
G M Z L O R W R H Z V F P L O 
L T B T Y M H W U R Y N C C N 
T A E B S X N F B K V G M A P 
K C B U X R I A Q F A L A Q Q 
T A E I D B K L W W H B H X I 
R Q Q X K K T S U O L A E J Q 

CREATION 

KNOTS 

DARKNESS 

MAUDHATAYN 

DAWN 

NIGHT 

FALAQ 

PROTECT 

GHASAQ 

RABB 

HASAD 

REFUGE 

JEALOUS 

SHARR 

KHALAQ 

WAQAB 
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What are the three names that Allah calls Himself by in this sura? 
Write them on top of the picture and colour it.

Say ! I seek refuge in the RABB of humankind.
The KING of humankind.
The GOD of humankind
114:1-3

SURA AL NAAS
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W R E B M S Q E Z P M X C Z L 
J H L U P I L L R U A L I N R 
K O I R Q Z R O A R U L Y A O 
Z U M S R V T C R C D F B A J 
I K A I P E U A E U H B E S C 

W L A P C E H J O R A V N U B 
M H A T U S R T V I T S E I U 
L S I H T D N I K N A M U H E 
L O A G I Z J J N O Y J R R G 
N G O W N M F X B G N N I J U 
T G K U S I A H D D S N O J F 
Z T T N L A K W I G G U Q E E 
Z G Q J C D W P S K G I U X R 
B I T N Z M A L I K M S M R X 
G S R Y C N K N G O D V C C O 

HUMANKIND 

PROTECTION 

ILAHI 

RABB 

JINN 

REFUGE 

KING 

SHARR 

MALIK 

WASWAS 

MAUDHATAYN 

WHISPERINGS 

NAAS 

WORDSEARCH
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