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Preface

“We narrate to you the most excellent of stories by Our reveal-

ing to you this Qur’an; though before this you were certainly 

one of those who did not know.”

Qur’an – 12:3 – Suratu Yusuf: Aya 3

 

 

No matter how diverse we may be as human beings, no 
matter how our individual backgrounds may differ, or how 
accomplished we may be, moral stories inspire us to ponder 
and touch our lives in different ways.
 

Through stories which are in essence a narration of historical 
events, not only  do we get pleasure, but we are also inspired, 
become hopeful, get strength and learn to recognise our own 
strengths and shortcomings.
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How the palm trunk (the trunk of the date tree) complained 

when they made a mimbar for the  Prophet (pbuh). 

Hannaanaa is the sound of distress made by a baby camel 

when it is separated from it’s mother.

You see, there were so many people who wanted to hear him 

and see the blessed face of the Prophet (pbuh) that the 

companions had to build a mimbar for him.

Then they heard the crying of the palm trunk on whom for so 

long the Prophet (pbuh) had leant against to talk to the 

people. 

Gently, the Prophet (pbuh) talked to the palm trunk in clear 

language. 

“What is the matter, dear friend! What do you want?”

It said:

"I cannot bear the parting from you. 

I was your support and now you 

have run away from me to the 

mimbar.”

The Prophet (pbuh) said:

"Do you wish to be made a date-

palm, so that the people of the East 

and the West can gather fruit from 

you? Or do you want Allah to make 

you a cypress tree in the world, so 

that you remain everlastingly 

fresh?”

1. Hannaanaa
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It replied, 

"I wish to live forever with you”

 

The Prophet (pbuh) assured the trunk that it would be with 

him in Janna.

When the palm trunk dried up and died, it was buried there 

and a pillar was raised in it’s memory. The pillar is within the 

mihraab of Masjidun Nabi in Madina, 

There are three types of pillars (sutun) in Masjidun Nabi:

1. Half coloured and half white – These are the pillars in  

 Riyadhul Janna (the piece of Janna) – the area between  

 the mimbar and the grave of the Prophet (pbuh)

2. A golden edge on the bottom half – These used to be  

 palm trunks and were also  part of the original masjid  

 but not in Riyadhul Janna.

3. All coloured – These were added after the wafat of the  

 Prophet (pbuh)
2



His name was Azazeel. He is also known as Iblees. He used to 

pray a lot and even used to give lectures to the angels.

One day there was a notice in the heavens which said that 

someone was going to be ordered out of the heavens.

All the angels were very worried because they thought it 

might be one of them. They went to Jibrail who was one of 

the most important angels to ask him whether he could do 

anything. Jibrail said he too was worried because it might be 

himself. 

Jibrail suggested that they go to Azazeel because he was very 

clever. Azazeel told them not to worry at all for he would pray 

to Allah for all of them. He forgot himself thinking he was the 

best and it could never be him. He had kibr (pride).

 

2. Azazeel

3

Allah made the first human being - Prophet Adam (pbuh)
asked all the angels including Azazeel to do sijda to Prophet 

(pbuh)

Iblees disobeyed Allah and refused to do sijda saying that he 
was better than Prophet Adam (pbuh) and so he would not do 
sijda.
“I am made out of fire and he is made out of earth!” he told 
Allah.

You see, he was only looking at the outside and not the inside 
and more important, He disobeyed Allah. 

He was ordered out of heaven. 

4
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As Prophet Sulayman (pbuh) was walking through the valley of 

the ants, the chief of the ants warned his fellow ants of the 

coming of the army advising them to go into their homes to 

avoid being crushed.

When Prophet Sulayman (pbuh) heard the warning of the chief  

of the ants, he smiled and walked up to him gently lifting him 

on the palm of his hand.

"Don't you know that I am the Prophet of Allah and that I 

would not harm any of Allah's creatures?" Sulayman asked the 

chief ant.

"Of course I do!" said the chief 

"But, I feared that if my fellow ants would see the grandeur of 

your army, they would underestimate the grace of Allah 

which they receive and may become ungrateful."

The chief ant then asked Prophet Sulayman (pbuh) 

"May I ask you a question?"

"Yes!" said Prophet Sulayman (pbuh)

"Who is better at this moment of time?"

asked the chief ant

3. The Wise Ant
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"Why don't you answer the question yourself!" Prophet 

Sulayman (pbuh) said.

The chief ant replied:

"At this moment in time, I am better than you for I am stand-

ing on the palm of a Prophet of Allah, whilst you O Prophet! 

are standing on the ground!"

6



One day the Prophet (pbuh) was sitting in a circle with his 

companions when a poor man came in. He was wearing 

tattered clothes. It is the akhlaq of a 'majlis' to sit where there 

is a vacant place and not look for a particular place. 

The poor man saw a space and sat down. It so happened that 

the space was near a rich man who gathered his clothes and 

pulled them towards himself as if to create a space between 

him and the poor man. It seemed that the rich man was 

feeling a little uneasy.

The Prophet (pbuh) was watching the behaviour of the rich 

man. He addressed him saying:

"Did you fear that some of his poverty might stick to you?"

The rich man replied:

"No! Ya Rasulallah! "

The Prophet (pbuh) asked:

"Did you fear that something out of your wealth might be 

transferred to him?"

The rich man replied :

"No! Ya Rasulallah!"

4. Rich Man, Poor Man
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"Ya Rasulallah! I don’t want to take his offer!"

"I fear that with the wealth I am offered I

8
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The Prophet (pbuh) asked a further question:

"Did you fear that your clothes might get dirtied by touching 

his clothes?"

The rich man replied:

"No! Ya Rasulallah!"

"Then why did you move yourself away from him?" asked the 

Prophet (pbuh)

The rich man replied:

"Ya Rasulallah! I admit I made a grave mistake. I would like to 

make amends and I would like to give half my wealth to this 

Muslim brother of mine."

When the poor man heard his words he said:

"Ya Rasulallah! I don’t want to take his offer!"
The companions who were present there were surprised and 

said : "Why?"

The poor man replied:

"I fear that with the wealth I am offered I
too may become proud and one day may

make one of my brothers in Islam feel

small in the way in which he (the rich man)

has treated me today."

8



A father and son were once the guests of Imam Ali (pbuh). 

Imam made them comfortable and sat opposite them talking 

to them. It was time for the meal to be served. 

After food had been served and eaten, Imam's servant 

Qambar brought a basin and a jug of water for the guests to 

wash their hands.

Imam took the jug himself and asked the father to extend his 

hands so he could pour the water. 

The guest said:

"How can it be that my Imam serves me! It should be the 

other way?"

Imam Ali (pbuh) replied:

"Here is your brother in Islam, eager to serve his brother and 

earn the pleasure of Allah. Why do you prevent it?"

The guest extended his hands. 

Imam told him:

"Wash your hands thoroughly. Do not hurry thinking that I 

should be free of this duty quickly."

When it was the son's turn to wash his hands Imam told his 

son Muhammad Hanafiyya to hold the jug and wash the son’s 
hands.

5. Guests are special
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Imam then told him:

"I washed your fathers' hands. My son washed your hands. If 

your father had not been my guest today, I would have

washed your hands myself. But Allah loves to see that when a 

father and son are present in a place, the father enjoys a 

privilege and a priority."

The Prophet (pbuh) has also said:

"A guest is a guide who leads one to the path to Janna."

10



Zakariyya  came to Imam Ja'fer As-Sadiq (pbuh) and said:

"I was a Christian but have now become a Muslim."

“It was the Qur’an that convinced me!”

Imam told Zakariyya:

"Indeed Allah has guided you to Islam and made your heart 

shine with it's light."

“But my parents are not Muslims, Ya Imam!” Zakariyya said.

Imam replied:

"Take care of your mother. Be good and kind to her…."

6. And My Mum….

When he returned home he 

looked after his mother, being 

even more gentle and kind to 

her than before. His mum 

noticed the change in her son’s 

behaviour and said:

"What is the reason of you 

honouring me so much after 

you have become a Muslim?"

11

Muslim. She offered the Dhuhr, 'Asr, Maghrib & Eisha Salaa of 
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Zakariyya told her what Imam Ja’fer As-Sadiq (pbuh) had said. 

She replied:

"My son! Your religion is better than mine. Guide me so that I 

may become a Muslim."

Zakariyya taught her the basis of Islam and she became a 

Muslim. She offered the Dhuhr, 'Asr, Maghrib & Eisha Salaa of 
that day as taught to her by her son and died a Muslim at 

midnight on that day.

12



There was once a great Mujtahid called Syed Jawad Ameli. 

He was having his dinner one day when there was a knock on 

the door. It was a messenger from his teacher Syed Mahdi 

Bahrul Uloom. 

"Your teacher has sent for you immediately. He refuses to eat 

his dinner until he sees you"

Syed Jawad left his dinner and quickly rushed to his teacher’s 

house. When he entered the house he saw that his teacher 

was looking very upset. As son as he saw Syed Jawad he said:

"...Don't you feel ashamed of yourself....Do you not respect 

Allah...???"

Syed Jawad was confused! He did not know what he had done 

wrong so he asked his teacher to tell him.

Syed Mahdi said:

"It is now a whole week that your neighbour and his family are 

without food. Your neighbour asked a grocer for some dates 

saying they would pay him when they had the money but the 

grocer would not agree. Your neighbour returned home 

empty handed without any food for his family"

7. The Neighbour

13

difficulty and you do not know about it! Well! if you had 
known and not done anything then you would not even be a 
Muslim" Syed Mahdi said.

Then Syed Mahdi told him to take all the food that was before 

"Sit with him to eat so he does not feel shy and take this 

not feel embarrassed. When you have done this let me know 
for I will not eat until then."

14
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Syed Jawad said he did not know about this.

"That is why I am upset with you. How can you not know (not 

care) about your neighbour? They have had seven days of 

difficulty and you do not know about it! Well! if you had 
known and not done anything then you would not even be a 
Muslim" Syed Mahdi said.

Then Syed Mahdi told him to take all the food that was before 
him to his neighbour .

"Sit with him to eat so he does not feel shy and take this 
money for him and put it under a cushion or rug so he does 

not feel embarrassed. When you have done this let me know 
for I will not eat until then."

14



Two men came to Imam Ja’fer As-Sadiq (pbuh) and said that 

they would like to do Tawba (ask for forgiveness and put right) 

for their sins.

The first man said that he had done a lot of small sins whilst 
the second said that he had committed two big sins.

Imam told the first man to pick one small pebble for each 
small sin that he had committed.

He told the second man to bring a large boulder for each of 

his big sins.

After a while both men came back to Imam having brought 

what they were asked to bring.

Imam now asked both of them to put back every stone in it’s 

place.

8. Big and Small Sins

15

The man with the two large boulders found it difficult to carry 
them back in their original place but eventually he managed.

The man with the many small pebbles could not remember 
where he had picked all of them so he could not put them all 
back in their original place.

It is very difficult to do Tawba for the sins which seem small 
because we forget and take them for granted.

(pbuh)
“The biggest sin is that which the doer considers the 
smallest.”
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Firaun was furious! His astrologer (a person who forecasts 

what will happen in the future) had just told him that a baby 

was to be born who would be the king of Egypt and will take 

the place of Firaun.

Firaun ordered his soldiers to kill all the baby boys born in the 

land.

The mother of Prophet Musa (pbuh) was very worried. She 

was going to have her baby soon. She prayed to Allah to keep 

her baby safe.

When Prophet Musa (pbuh) was born, his mother went to the 

carpenter and asked him to make a waterproof box. He made 

her a box out of wood and lined it so the water would not seep 

in. She placed Prophet Musa (pbuh) in the box and let the box 

float down the river. She knew that Allah would keep him safe 
as He had given her the idea.

Firaun's wife, Sayyida Asiya, found the box and when she 

opened it she saw the most beautiful baby she had ever seen. 

She had no children of her own and she asked Firaun if she 

could keep the baby as her own. Firaun agreed.

9. The Baby in the Box
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The baby however would not take milk from anyone. Prophet 

Musa's sister was watching all this. She went to Sayyida Asiya 

and said that she knew someone who was very good with 

children. Asiya agreed for her to bring the lady. Prophet 

Musa's  (pbuh) sister ran back to her mother and took her to 

Sayyida Asiya.  As soon as prophet Musa (pbuh) saw his 

mother he took milk from her. Sayyida Asiya asked her to look 

after the baby.

Allah had saved Prophet Musa (pbuh). He was brought up in 

the palace of Firaun, looked after by his own mother.

18



Imran was a good man. His wife was called Hanna.

Hanna made a promise to Allah that she would give her baby 

to serve Allah. She asked Allah to keep her baby safe from 

Shaitan. When her baby was born she called her Maryam.

Hanna kept her promise and took Baby Maryam  to the 

temple in Jerusalem. Here Sayyida Maryam was looked after 

by Prophet Zakariyya (pbuh) who was her uncle.

One day when she was a young lady, an angel came to her 

room and told her that she was to have a baby whose name 

would be Isa - son of Maryam. He told her that he would be a 

Prophet of Allah and would speak even when an infant.

10. The Baby Speaks
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Sayyida Maryam asked the angel how she could have a baby 

without a husband. The angel told her that Allah could do 

anything He wished.

After Prophet Isa (pbuh) was born, Sayyida Maryam was 

worried as to how she would tell the people of the  town 

about him. She was ordered by Allah to keep silent and let the 

baby talk.

When the people of the town asked her about the baby she 

pointed to him in her arms. Baby Isa (pbuh) said:

"I am a servant of Allah; He has given me the book (Injeel) and 

made me a Prophet"                                                                

The book that Allah had given him is called the Injeel.

He grew up to teach the people about Allah telling them there 

was only one God.

He was given the miracle of curing the sick and making dead 

people come back to life.

20



Prophet Ibraheem (pbuh) was an old man when Allah granted 

him a son called Ismail (pbuh). He too was a prophet.

The mother of Prophet Ismail (pbuh) was Sayyida Hajra (pbuh) 

She was a very good lady.

Prophet Ibraheem (pbuh) took Sayyida Hajra (pbuh) and his son 

Prophet Ismail (pbuh) to a place which is today called Makka. 

Just as Prophet Ibraheem (pbuh) prepared to leave, Sayyida 

Hajra (pbuh) called out to him saying:

“O Ibraheem! Is this an order of my Rabb?”

“Yes!” said Prophet Ibraheem (pbuh)

“Then go” she said “For He will be with us.”

Soon Sayyida Hajra (pbuh) found that all their food and water 

had finished. She went to look for water. There were two 
mountains called Safa and Marwa in Makka. She climbed up 

on the mountain of Safa first and looked around. She saw 
water and ran towards it until she reached the mountain of 

Marwa. Then she looked back and saw water again. She ran 

towards it until she reached Safa. She was seeing a mirage. 

But she did not give up! She ran back and forth seven times.

11. Zam Zam
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As she ran backwards and forwards, she used to glance 

towards her baby son Ismail to keep an eye on him.

Suddenly she saw her baby son Ismail (pbuh) with a spring of 

water near his feet. The spring is still there today and it is 

called Zam Zam which means  - Stop! Stop! (As this is what 

Sayyida Hajra said when she saw the water for she feared that 

her baby would drown). It may also mean ‘lots of water’. 

Because of the spring of Zam Zam many people came to live 

there and soon Makka became the central town of Arabia.

22



The Prophet (pbuh) once went to the house of his daughter 

Sayyida Fatima Zahra (pbuh) and asked her to give him a 

'Kisaa' - which is like a blanket or a large cloak. She gave him 

the Kisaa and he wrapped himself with it.

There was a knock on the door. It was her son Imam Hasan 

(pbuh) He greeted his mother and then said that he could feel 

the presence of his grandfather Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 

in the house. She said he was beneath the Kisaa. Imam Hasan 

(pbuh) went to his grandfather and asked him if he could join 

him beneath the Kisaa and the Prophet (pbuh) agreed. 

Imam Husayn (pbuh) then knocked, greeted his mother and 

said that he could feel that his grandfather was in the house. 

His mother told him he was under the Kisaa with Imam Hasan 

(pbuh). Imam Husayn (pbuh) went to his grandfather and 

asked whether he could join them beneath the Kisaa. Prophet 

Muhammad (pbuh) agreed and Imam Husayn (pbuh) joined 

them both beneath the Kisaa. 

Imam Ali (pbuh) then knocked on the door and greeted 

Sayyida Fatima Zahra. Imam Ali (pbuh) said that he could feel 

that his cousin - Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was there. 

Sayyida Fatima Zahra (pbuh) said the Prophet (pbuh) was 

with their two sons beneath the Kisaa. Imam Ali  (pbuh) asked 

the Prophet (pbuh) whether he could join them. The Prophet 

(pbuh) agreed and Imam Ali (pbuh) joined them all beneath 

the Kisaa.

Sayyida Fatima Zahra (pbuh) came up to them and asked if 

she could also join them under the Kisaa. The Prophet (pbuh) 

agreed and she did so.

12. Hadithul Kisaa
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The angel Jibrail asked Allah who was under the Kisaa?

Allah said it was Sayyida Fatima Zahra (pbuh), her father, her 

husband and her two sons .

Jibrail obtained permission from Allah to join them and came 

down to earth and asked the Prophet's (pbuh) permission. 

The Prophet (pbuh) agreed. Jibrail joined them under the 

Kisaa. 

He had brought a message of Allah which is an aya of the 

Qur’an in which Allah called them the Ahlul bayt (people of 

the House).  

They are also known as Ahlul Kisaa (people of the cloak).

24



He had only one wish. To be able to see the Prophet (pbuh) 

with his own eyes.

Often he would see the Prophet (pbuh) in his dreams. Days 

would pass, and as he would tend to the camels, his mind 

would think about Allah. 

Madina, that blessed city,  where he wanted to go was far far 

away. Above all, he had an elderly mother to look after who 

did not like to be parted from him

One day, his only wish was granted. His mum sensed his 

wanting, and asked him herself to go for a half a day.  Thus as 

a freed bird, with joy he went to Madina.

Eagerly wanting to meet the Prophet (pbuh) he reached 

Madina, and asked for the way to his house.

Soon he found himself at the door of the friend of his heart. 

Just as he was taught, he knocked sending salaams on those 

in the house.  Umme Salma asked him who he was!

“Uways from Qaran” he replied

Umme Salma  had heard the Prophet talk of him.  

But the Prophet wasn't home, nor was he to be back soon.

The shadow of sadness showed on his face.  He could not stay 

longer for he had promised his mum and with a heavy heart 

he left for Yemen.

13. The World of Dreams
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"I sense the smell of my friend from Qaran", only to find out 

(pbuh)
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When the prophet returned from his journey, with joy of one 

who has found a lost one, he said

"I sense the smell of my friend from Qaran", only to find out 
that his faithful friend has proved to be a perfect Muslim, kind 

and considerate to his mother, a keeper of his promises.

They never met in person, yet Uways-e- Qarani is one the 

companions, their meeting place was the wonderful world of 

dreams.

The Prophet (pbuh) said:

“You are in Yemen, yet you are near me; you are near me, yet 

you are in Yemen.”

26



Hisham ibn Hakam was a companion of Imam Ja’fer As-Sadiq 

(pbuh). One day the famous learned atheist (one who does not 

believe in Allah), Abdullah Deisani, asked him: “Do you believe 

in a Creator?”

“Yes” replied Hisham

“Has He power over everything” Abdullah Deisani asked

“He is All-powerful” said Hisham

“Can He put the whole world in an egg is such a way that 

neither the egg becomes bigger nor the world smaller?”

“Give me some time to answer” asked Hisham

“You have one year to answer” said Abdullah Deisani

Hisham decided to go on a journey to meet Imam Ja’fer 

As-Sadiq (pbuh)

“O son of the Prophet, Abdullah Deisani has asked me a 

question and I am not able to answer him...”

Imam asked: “What is the question?” 

Hisham gave the details of the question. 

The Imam replied: 

“O  Hisham, how many physical sense do you have?”

“Five” replied Hisham

14. The World is an Egg
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“Which is the smallest of them?”

“My eye”

“What is the size of the lens of your eyes?”

“It is just like a lentil or even smaller than that”

Imam continued: 

“Look around and above you and tell me what  you see?”

“I see the sky, the earth, houses, forests, hills and rivers!”

“He who is capable of putting all these things, which you are 

seeing, in a very small lentil or less than that, can also put the 

whole world in an egg, such that neither the world becomes 

smaller nor the egg  bigger.”
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During the battle of Khandaq (ditch) the Muslims had dug a 

wide ditch around Madina for protection.

One of the soldiers from the enemy side called Amr bin 

Abdiwaad was very well known for his strength and courage. 

He jumped over the ditch and landed amongst the Muslims.

Everybody was terrified. Only Imam Ali (pbuh) came to fight 
him. 

Soon Imam threw Amr on the ground and sat on him ready to 
kill him. Just then Amr spat in Imam's face.

All those around thought that Imam would kill him faster 
because of what he had done but they saw Imam Ali (pbuh) get 
off Amr's chest and walk away. They were surprised to see 
how Imam could leave such a dangerous enemy just like that.

 

15. Only for Allah
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Amr go the first time. 
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Soon Imam threw Amr on the ground and sat on him ready to 
kill him. Just then Amr spat in Imam's face.

All those around thought that Imam would kill him faster 
because of what he had done but they saw Imam Ali  get 
off Amr's chest and walk away. They were surprised to see 
how Imam could leave such a dangerous enemy just like that.
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Amr attacked again and Imam fought bravely eventually 

killing him.

After the battle was over people asked Imam why he had let 

Amr go the first time. 

Imam replied:

"I wanted to kill him only for Allah. When he spat on me he 

made me angry. Had I killed him then I would not have killed 

him  for Allah only  but also to satisfy my anger. So I let him 

free. When my anger was controlled, I killed him  for Allah 

only."
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He was a student of Imam Ja'fer As-Sadiq (pbuh). 

One day he was telling his friends about the things he did not 

believe in which Imam had taught him. They were :

Shaitan would go to Jahannam. How could this happen when 

Shaitan was made of fire so how could fire burn fire?

Allah cannot be seen. How could we not see Allah when we 

can see everything that exists. The student believed that we 

will see Allah on the day of Qiyama welcoming people to 

Janna.

Every person is responsible for his/her own action. The 

student said that Allah makes people do things.

When Bahlool (a companion of Imam who pretended to be 

mad) heard this he picked up a lump of clay and threw it at the 

student’s forehead.  He was caught and brought before the 

Khalifa.

Both the student and Bahlool were present in the court.

The student was asked what complaint he had against Bahl-

ool. He replied:

"My head hurts as a result of the lump of clay that Bahlool 

threw at my head."

Bahlool said:

"Show me the pain!"

The student said:

"How can I show you pain which is invisible?"
 

16. “But Allah Made Me Do It...”
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Shaitan was made of fire so how could fire burn fire?

"How can I show you pain which is invisible?"
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"But you yourself told your friends that what exists has to be 

seen by the eyes"

Bahlool continued:

"And that the lump of mud  hurt you is also not true because 

according to your belief, how can something made of earth 

cause pain to man who is also made of earth?"

"You also told your friends that Allah makes a person do 

things so why are you complaining against me?"

The student withdrew his case and walked out of the court 

unable to answer Bahlool.
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17. “Allahu Akber”

Abu Sina was a very famous Muslim philosopher and scientist 

whose books were used in the Universities of the world for 

many years.

He had many students who admired him greatly. He had one 

young student who was very attached to him. His name was 

Bahman Yar. He was also the most clever of Abu Sina's 

students. Bahman Yar was so amazed by the lectures of Abu 

Sina that he often wondered why Abu Sina did not claim to be 

a Prophet.

On one of the coldest nights of the year, when there was a 

heavy snowfall; both Abu Sina and his student were sleeping 

in one room under warm thick blankets.

In the dark the student was still asking questions and the 

teacher replied. Bahman Yar told Abu Sina:

"With all this knowledge you have and being a master of all 

the sciences why do you not declare yourself a Prophet?"

Abu Sina smiled and did not say anything.

As the night progressed, the weather turned colder. Abu Sina 

got up feeling very thirsty. He called out to Bahman Yar to 

bring him some water. 

Bahman Yar on seeing the snow outside made feeble excuses 

and went back to sleep. 

A little while later the muadhin called out Adhan for Fajr salaa. 

Both Abu Sina and Bahman Yar heard the Adhan.

33

been a close student to me and have benefited from my 

difference between me and a Prophet sent by Allah."
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“Allahu

Akber”

Abu Sina turned towards his young student and said:

"You have suggested to me several times to claim Prophet-

hood and that people will put their full trust into me. You have 

been a close student to me and have benefited from my 
knowledge yet you could not leave your warm bed to bring 

me water.

Think of this man who is calling Adhan from the top of the 

minaret after coming out in the cold weather and doing 

wudhoo. It is for no other purpose than to obey the command 

of Allah as taught by Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). That is the 

difference between me and a Prophet sent by Allah."
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18. The Brain - The Guide

In a large mosque in Basra (Iraq), there was once a big crowd 

gathered around a man called Amr bin Ubayd who was 

discussing Imama (divinely appointed leaders/guides after the 

Prophet (pbuh). The crowd was asking him questions on the 

subject.

A young student called Hisham came and sat down in the first 
row. He asked Amr bin Ubayd if he could ask some questions. 

He was allowed to do so and the following conversation took 

place:

Hisham:  “May I know if you have eyes?”

Amr:  “Young man! Is this a question to be asked?”

Hisham: “Whatever it may be, this is my question to which I 

shall appreciate your answer”

Amr:  “All right! Although it is a foolish question you are free 

to ask. Yes! I have eyes.”

Hisham:  “What is their use?”

Amr: “With eyes I can see and differentiate colours.”

Hisham:  “And do you have a nose?”

Amr:  “Yes, I do.”

Hisham:  “What is it’s use?”

Amr:  “I smell with it.”
35

tell the difference between things which is felt and sensed by 
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A young student called Hisham came and sat down in the first 

Amr: “With eyes I can see and differentiate colours.”
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   Hisham:  “And do you have a mouth?”

   Amr:  “Yes, I do, and before you ask I  
   can talk to people and eat and drink   
   with it.”

   Hisham:  “Do you have ears?”

   Amr: Yes, I have two ears with which I  
   hear”

Hisham:  “And do you have a brain?”

Amr:  “Yes! Allah granted me that too with which  I am able to 

tell the difference between things which is felt and sensed by 
the hands, eyes, ears, mouth, nose, tongue.......With  it’s help I 

can solve a lot of things”

Hisham:  “So does that mean that all the other organs like the 

eyes, nose, mouth cannot work properly  without the brain.”

Amr:  “No! None of them can work without the brain.”

Hisham:  “So from what you have said, Allah has made the 

brain to guide all the other organs....”

Amr:  “Yes!”

Hisham:  “If Allah does not even leave the bodily organs 

without the guidance of the brain, how is it possible that He 

could leave millions of his creatures without an Imam to guide 

and solve their problems?”

“On hearing this argument, and having no answer to give, 

Amr bin Ubayd kept quiet thinking about what the young man 

has said.” 36



19. Who is My Neighbour in Janna?

The young man heard a knock on the door! 

ìWho is it?î he asked

ìI am a stranger from a far away place.î Came the reply.

He had been taught that guests were a rahma (mercy) from 

Allah, so he invited the stranger in making him feel welcome.

Every now and then, the young man would ask permission to 

be excused for a while.  He would disappear for a moment or 

two and would return to attend to the guest.  It happened 

many times.

The guest asked of his excuse for these frequent disappear-

ances. The young man told him that it was his mum who was 

old and not very well who he went to attend to.  

The guest asked whether he could say salaam to the young 

manís mum. 

ìOf course, you canî said the young man ìIím sure sheíll be 

very pleased.î

The guest saw an old and weak woman  in bed who had no 

strength in her.  The only thing that was moving was her 

mouth, silently saying something he could not understand.  

The guest asked the young man whether he knew what his 

mum was saying.

The young man nodded and said: ìFrom a young age, she has 

always prayed for me, whenever I would do something for 

her,  she would say - May Allah make your home in the neigh-

bourhood of His messengers".
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