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THE FAREWELL HAJJ (HAJJ AL WIDAA)

For 10 years, the Prophet (pbuh) had not performed Hajj after the
Hijra. Then the aya of Suratul Hajj was revealed:
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“And announce to people the Hajj: they will come to you on foot and
on every lean camel, coming from every remote path, that they may
witness advantages for them and mention the name of Allah during
stated days over what He has given them of the cattle, then eat of
them and feed the distressed one, the needy.” (22:27-28)

The Prophet (pbuh) made the announcement in Madina and wrote to
all those who had accepted Islam to join him if they could.

People poured into Madina to join the Prophet (pbuh) for Hajj. They
left Madina on the 26th of Dhulga’da and arrived at the Meeqat of
Zhul Hulaifa (commonly known as Masjid Shajara or Bir ‘Ali) at noon.
Here he asked those with him to put on their ihram and they prayed
Salatuzh Zhuhr in Masjid Shajara. They left to go to Makka forming two
columns on either side of the road reciting Talbiyya as taught to them
by the Prophet (pbuh).

They reached Makka on the 4th of Dhulhijja and he entered Masjidul
Haram through the gate of Bani Shayba where he first praised and

declared the perfection of Allah and sent salawat on Prophet Ibraheem
(pbuh)

He walked up to Hajarul Aswad, drew his hand over it and kissed it
after which he performed tawaf by going around the Ka’ba seven
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times. He then prayed 2 rakat of salaa behind Magami Ibraheem after
which he went to the well of Zam Zam for a drink of water.

Kissing the Hajarul Aswad again he went towards Safa and recited the
aya of Qur’an:
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“Surely Safa and the Marwa are among the signs of Allah; so whoever
goes for Hajj to the House or pays a visit (to it), there is no blame on

him if he goes round them both; and whoever does good
spontaneously, then surely Allah is Grateful, Knowing.” (2:158)

Then climbing Mount Safa, he turned towards the Ka’ba and praised
Allah for as long as it would take one to recite Suratul Bagara. He then
came down and walked to Mount Marwa where he continued praising
Allah as he had done on Safa. He continued to do this until he had
visited each one seven times. (Sa’ee)

When he finished Sa’ee, standing on Marwa he turned to the people
and making a sign behind himself said “This is Jibraail, and he
commands me to order all who have not brought an animal for
sacrifice with them to change their Hajj to an Umra.... Some disputed
and he said: “If | had not brought sacrificial animals, | would have also
removed the lhram of Hajj and changed it to Umra. Therefore those
who have not brought sacrificial animals should come out of the
lhram.”

Sarafa bin Malik bin Jathan Kalani arose and said, “O Messenger of
Allah, we understand the rules of our religion.....is this order
exclusively for this year or is it for every Hajj?” The Prophet replied,
“This order is forever. He then closed his hands by intersecting his
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fingers together, and said, “The Umra entered the Hajj, to be united
with it till the Day of Judgement.”

On the 8th of Dhulhijja, near noon he instructed the people to do ghusl

and put on their clothes of lhram. They then walked to Mina reciting

the Talbiyya. On the morning of the 9th day, they proceeded to ‘Arafat.
c
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“Then hasten on from the Place from which the people hasten on and

ask the forgiveness of Allah; surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.”
(2:199)

The Prophet (pbuh) said that those referred to implied Ibrahim, Ismail
and Ishaq (pbut) and those Prophets who succeeded them, all of
whom visited Arafat. Noon and afternoon prayers were performed
there (with some 100.000 people) with one Adhan and two Igama and
they remained there till sunset. According to some traditions, it was in
‘Arafat whilst sitting on his camel Ghazba, he delivered the famous
sermon of ‘Arafat also known as Khutbatul Widaa’ (The farewell
sermon).



KEY EXTRACTS FROM THE SERMON OF ‘ARAFAT

All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His aid and forgiveness,
and repent to Him. We seek His protection against the evils of our
wrongdoings and ourselves. No one will be able to lead astray those
whom Allah guides and no one will be able to guide those whom Allah
causes to go astray.

| declare that there is no god but Allah exclusively without any
associate, and declare that Muhammad is His servant and messenger.

O slaves of Allah, | command you to adhere to Tagwa (God
conciousness) and urge you to obey Him......

O people, listen to what | say to you. | do not know whether | will meet
you the next year in this situation or not......

He who is trusted with a deposit should fulfill his trust.....

O people! You should know that the blood, which was shed during the
Days of Ignorance, should be forgotten and should not be avenged.
You will return to Allah soon and in that world your good and bad
deeds will be weighed. | tell you. One, to whom something has been
entrusted, should return it to its owner.

You must know that usury is strictly prohibited in Islam. Those, who
have invested their capital to earn interest, can take back their capital
only. They should neither oppress nor be oppressed.

All traditions of the Jahiliyah are canceled except the custody of the
Holy House of Allah and the providing of water (to the pilgrims)......

It is necessary that the arrangement of lawful and sacred months
should be according to the days on which Allah created the skies, the
earth, the moon and the sun. In the eyes of Allah the number of
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months is twelve and out of these He has declared four months to be
sacred. They are the months of Dhulga’da, Dhulhijja and Muharram,
which are consecutive, and then the month of Rajab.

O people! Your women have rights over you and you too have rights
over them....I recommend to you on this land that you should be kind
to your women, because you hold them in trust from Allah and they
have become lawful for you according to His laws.

Hear my words carefully and ponder over them. | am leaving two
memorable things amongst you-one of them is the Book of Allah and
the other is my speech and Sunna, and if you abide by them you will
never get astray."

O people! Hear my words and think over them. Every Muslim is the
brother of another Muslim and all Muslims of the world are brothers
of one another. And anything out of the property of the Muslims is not
lawful for a Muslim except when he acquires it with an honest
intention."

O people, your Rabb is One; all of you are from Adam, and Adam was
from the earth. The noblest of you in Allah’s sight is the most God
conscious.. An Arab has no merit over a non-Arab other than God
consciousness....

Then let whomsoever is present tell he who is absent.
O people, Allah has apportioned to every heir his share of the
estate......

Peace and Allah’s mercy and blessings be upon you.

When leaving ‘Arafat he advised them not run over those who were on
foot and held his own camel so strongly, that the camel’s head was
drawn back to the saddle. In this way he entered Mashar-ul-Haram.

Maghrib and Isha prayers were performed with one Adhan and two
Igama and the night was spent there. Fajr prayers were performed
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there too. The elders of Bani Hashim were sent to Mina at night as
were the women accompanied by Usamah bin Zaid and they were
ordered not to throw stones at the pillars in Agabah until sunrise, at
which time he left Mashar-ul-Haram and proceeded to Mina, throwing
seven stones at the pillars.

It was the 10th of Dhulhijja and the animals were sacrificed. The
Prophet (Pbuh) ordered that a little bit of the meat from each of the
camels he had taken for sacrifice was to be cooked in a stone pot and
the rest to be fed to others. The rest of the meat was fed to others.
The skins, blankets, and ornaments of the camels were all given in
charity to the poor.

After that the Prophet shaved his head, and went to Makka to do
tawaf and Sa’ee, after which he returned to Mina, where he remained
till the thirteenth of the month (These days are called ‘Ayyam
Tashriq’). The ritual of stoning the pillars of Shaytan was repeated on
these days after which they returned to Makka.

Suratun Nasr was revealed on the second day the Prophet (pbuh) was
in Mina which made him think that it was his last pilgrimage. He
considered the sura a proof that the faith was established, and that
he was now released from his mission in the world and that Allah has
now commanded him to glorify Him with praise and seek forgiveness.

They left Makka on the same day to return to Madina and when they
reached a place called GHADEER (very near JUHFA (meeqat for Hajj) on
the 18th of Dhulhijja 10AH (10 March 632 CE). aya 5:67 was revealed:
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"O Messenger! Deliver what has been sent down to you from your
Rabb; and if you don't do it, you have not delivered His message (at

all); and Allah will protect you from the people ..." (5:67)



The Prophet (pbuh) stopped at the pond of KHUM at GHADEER and
called back all those who had gone ahead and waited for those who
were behind. He ordered Salman to make arrangements for a stage
(pulpit) for his announcement. It was noon and extremely hot.
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KEY EXTRACTS FROM THE SERMON OF GHADEER KHUM

“Praise belongs to Allah Who is exalted above (all the creation) in His
Oneness and is near (to His creation) in His loneliness”

"It seems the time approached when | shall be called away (by Allah)
and | shall answer that call. | am leaving for you two precious things
and if you hold on to them both, you will never go astray after me. They
are the Book of Allah and my Progeny that is my Ahlul Bayt. The two
shall never separate from each other until they come to me by the Pool
(of Kawthar)."

This is known as HADITH THAQALAYN (The narration of the two
weighty (important) things)

Then he continued holding up the hand of Imam Ali (pbuh):
"For whoever | am his Leader (mawla), 'Ali is his Leader (mawla)."

The Prophet (pbuh) continued:

"O' God, love those who love him, and be hostile to those who are
hostile to him."

As soon as he finished aya 5:3 was revealed:
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"Today | have perfected your religion and completed my favour upon
you, and | was satisfied that Islam be your religion." (5:3)

The Prophet (pbuh) then asked everyone to pay allegiance to Imam Ali
(pbuh). Amongst them was Hazrat Umar bin Khattab who said:
"Well done lbn Abi Talib! Today you became the Leader (mawla) of all

believing men and women."



The news spread quickly. One Harith Ibn Nu'man al-Fahri (or Nadhr lbn
Harith according to another tradition) came to Madina and said to the
Prophet (pbuh) "You commanded us to testify that there is no God but
Allah and that you are the Messenger of Allah. We obeyed you. You
ordered us to perform the prayers five times a day and we obeyed.
You ordered us to observe fasts during the month of Ramadhan and
we obeyed. Then you commanded us to offer hajj and we obeyed. But
you are not satisfied with all this and you raised your cousin by your
hand and imposed him upon us as our master by saying “Ali is the
mawla of whom | am mawla.' Is this imposition from Allah or from
you?"

The Prophet (pbuh) said: "By Allah who is the only God! This is from
Allah, the Mighty and the Glorious."

On hearing this Harith turned back saying: "O Allah! If what
Muhammad said is correct then throw on us a stone from the sky....."
He had not reached his camel when a stone struck him killing him. The
verses 70:1-3 were revealed:
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"A questioner questioned about the punishment to fall. For those who
cover up the truth there is nothing to avert it, from Allah the Lord Most
High." (70:1-3)
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SERMON OF THE PROPHET ON THE DAY OF GHADEER
KHUM



Part 1 — Praising Allah and regarding Him

Praise belongs to Allah Who is
exalted above (all the creation)
in His Oneness

and is near (to His creation) in
His loneliness.

Sublime in His authority

and great are the pillars of His
(names).

His knowledge encompasses
everything

while He is lofty in status.

He subdues all the creation
through His power and
evidence

He has always been
praiseworthy and shall always
be praised.

[He is the glorified Whose glory
has no end. He begins and
repeats (the creation), and to
Him all affairs are returned.]

He is the maker of what has
been elevated (i.e. heavens),
the expander of what has been
spread out (i.e. the earth),

and the dominator of the
planets and the heavens.
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He is holy and exalted above all

purifications, the Lord of the
angels and the spirit.

He grants to all that He
created.

He prolongs His grace to all
that He originated.

He sees all eyes, and eyes do
not see Him.

He is generous, forbearing and
patient

He made His mercy
encompassing everything, and
He favoured them by His grace

He does not hasten His
revenge, nor does He take the
initiative on what (He knows)
they deserve of His
punishment.

He comprehends the secrets,
and knows what the hearts
conceal.

Hidden things are not
concealed from Him,

Nor do they make Him
doubtful.

He encompasses (in
knowledge)
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and dominates everything,

And has strength

and power over everything.

Nothing is like Him, and He is
the establisher of “the thing”
when it was nothing.

He is everlasting [and free of
need], who acts justly;

There is no god but He, the
Mighty, the Wise.

He is exalted beyond being
grasped by visions, while He
grasps all visions,

and he is subtle, well aware (of

all things)

None can reach His description
by seeing Him, nor can anyone
find out how He is, secretly or
openly, and (He is not known)
except by what Allah, the
Mighty and the Majestic, has
made as the signs of Himself.
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| further testify that He is
[Allah] that before His
magnificence everything is
lowly,

before His might everything is
humble,

Before His power everything
surrenders,

and before His awe everything
yields.

He is the king of all domains,
the turner of the heavenly
bodies in their orbits,

The dominator of the sun and
the moon, each of which
pursues its course to an
appointed time.

He makes night overtake day,
and day overtake night, (each
one) seeking the other rapidly.

He is the destroyer of every
stubborn tyrant, and the
annihilator of every rebellious
Shaytan.

Neither has there been any
opposing power beside Him,
nor any peer.
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He is Unique and impenetrable.
He never begets nor is He
begotten, and none can ever
be a match for Him.

He is the only God, the glorious
Lord, Who wills, and thus
carries out, Who intends, and
thus decrees,

Who knows, and thus takes
into account.

He causes death and gives life.
He impoverishes and enriches.
He makes (men) laugh and
makes (them) weep. [He brings
near and drives away.] He
denies and grants.

For Him is sovereignty, so is
praise. In His hand is all
goodness, and He is powerful
to do everything.

He lets night enter the day, and
day enter night; there is no god
but He, the Mighty, the most
forgiving.

He is the responder to
supplication, open-handed in
granting,



the enumerator of breaths, and
the Lord of the Jinn and the
humans.

Neither does anything bring
difficulty for Him, nor does the
cry of those who appeal for
help annoy Him, nor does the
insistence of those who insist
exhaust Him or force Him to
assent.

He (is Who) protected the
righteous,

and gave success to the
prosperous.

He is the guardian of the
faithful,

And the Lord of the worlds,
Who deserves that all His

creations thank Him and praise
Him

[in any situation. | (therefore)
praise Him and thank Him]

in joy and sorrow, and in
hardship and comfort.

| believe in Him, His angels, His
books, and His messengers.
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| listen to His command, obey
Him, proceed towards
whatever pleases Him, and
submit to what He decreed,

longing for His obedience,

and fearing His punishment,

For He is Allah against Whose
schemes no one should feel
secure, nor should anyone be
in fear of injustice from Him.



Part 2 — Preparation for delivering an important commandment
from Allah

| confess before Him that
submissiveness befits my soul,
and | bear witness that Lordship
befits Him.

| convey what He revealed to
me, lest should | not do it, He
may make lawful that a calamity
befalls me;

That which no one can turn
away from me even if he has
great schemes

[and sincere friendship], (for)
there is no god but He.

He has informed me that if | do
not convey what He has
revealed to me [about Ali’s
right], (it is as if) | have not
conveyed His message at all.

Certainly, He, the most Holy,
the most High, has guaranteed
for me protection [from the(evil
of) people],

and He is Allah, Who is
sufficient and bountiful.

Thus, He revealed to me (this
verse):
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“In the name of Allah, the
Compassionate, the Merciful.

O Messenger! Deliver what has
been sent down to you from
your Lord — regarding Ali ibn Abi
Talib and his leadership —

and if you do not, you have not
conveyed His message at all,
and Allah shall protect you from
(evil) people.”

O People! | have never been
neglectful of conveying what
Allah, the exalted, sent down to
me, and | shall now explain to
you the reason behind the
revelation of this verse.

Verily, Jibrail came down to me
three times giving the order of
my Lord, Who is the security (of
the believers),

that | should stand in this scene
and inform everyone, white and
black, that:
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Ali ibn Abi Talib is my brother,
my deputy and the executor of
(my affairs) (wasi), my successor
[over my nation] (Khalifa), and
the leader (Imam) after me,

Whose position to me is like
that of Harun to Musa except
that there shall be no prophet
after me,

And that he is your guardian
(wali) after Allah and His
messenger.

Indeed, Allah, the most Holy,
the most High, had (already)
sent down to me a verse from
His book about this, saying,

“Only your guardian is Allah and
His messenger and those of the
believers who establish the
prayers and pay the charity
while they bow down.”

Ali ibn Abi Talib [was the one
who] kept alive the prayers and
paid charity while bowing down
in ruku’. He intends (the
pleasure of) Allah, the Mighty
and the Majestic, in all
situations.
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| asked lJibrail to plead to Allah,
[(Who is) the security (of the
believers),] to excuse me from
conveying it to you,

O people,

due to my knowledge on the
fewness of the pious,

the numerousness of the
hypocrites,

the corruption and the
treachery of the sinful,

and the trickery of those who
ridicule Islam,

Those whom Allah described in
His book as:

“They say with their tongues
what is not in their hearts,”

taking it lightly, while it is a
grave matter in the sight of
Allah,

And due to their annoying me
on many occasions, so much so
that they called me (all) “ear”,
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claiming | am so because of Ali’s
frequent attendance in my
presence and my attention to
him,

Until Allah, the Mighty, the
Majestic, sent down (the
following verse) in this regard:

“And of them are some who
annoy the Prophet and say: He
is an ear (for accepting what he
hears, particular from Ali).

Say: One whom you call ‘ear’ is
best for you;

He believes in Allah, safeguards
the believers, and is a mercy for
those of you who believe.

And for those who harm the
messenger of Allah, there shall
be a painful torment.”

Had | wished to name those
who have called me so, to point
out towards them,

or to lead to them by their
signs,
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| would have done so.

Yet, by Allah, | have indeed
dealt with their affairs
magnanimously.

Nevertheless, Allah is not
satisfied with me until | convey
what He has sent down to me
[regarding the right of Ali.]”

Then, the Prophet (pbuh)
recited (again the following
verse):

O Messenger! Deliver what has
been sent down to you from
your Lord - with regard to Ali

and if you do not, you have not
conveyed His message at all,
and Allah shall protect you from
(evil) people.”
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Part 3 — Open declaration of the leadership of Ali Ibn Abi Talib
(pbuh) and the Aimma after him

O people! Know that Allah has
assigned him (i.e. Ali) as a
guardian and a leader for you,

Whose obedience is obligatory
for the immigrants, the helpers,

and those who follow (them) in
goodness,

And for everyone, whether
nomad or city resident,

Arab or non-Arab,
free or slave,

Young or old,
white or black,

and for every monotheist.

His (i.e. Ali’s) decree is to be
carried out, his saying is
sanctioned (as law), and his
command is effective.
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Cursed is whoever opposes
him, blessed with mercy is
whoever follows him, faithful is
whoever acknowledges his
(virtues and rights).

Indeed Allah has covered him
and those who listen to him
and obey him with mercy and
forgiveness.

O people! This is the last stand |
make in this gathering;

Thus, listen, obey and submit to
the command of your Lord,

For Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, is your Master,

then [His messenger],
Muhammad, who is now
addressing you, is your master.

Then, after me, Ali is your
master and your leader by the
command of Allah, your Lord.
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Then leadership shall be in my
progeny, within his offspring,
until the Day you meet Allah
and His messenger.

Nothing is lawful except what
Allah declared so (in His book),
[as well as His Messenger, and
them (i.e. the Aimma)],

And nothing is unlawful except
Allah declared (in His book), [as
well as His Messenger, and
them],

(for) Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, has informed me of
the permissible and the
forbidden things,

And | have made known to him
(i.e. Ali) what my Lord has
taught me of His book, the
permissible, and the forbidden
things,

O people! There is no
knowledge except that Allah
has kept its account in (the
heart of ) me,

And | have recorded the details
of all the knowledge that | was
taught, in (the heart of) the
leader of the pious, (Ali (pbuh)).
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Certainly, there is no
knowledge except that | have
taught it to Ali, and he is the
evident Imam

[whom Allah mentions in the
Chapter of Yasin: “...And We
have kept the detailed account
of everything in an evident
Imam.”]

O people! Do not stray from
him,

nor should you flee from him,

nor should you refuse his
guardianship and his authority,

For he is the one who guides to
truth and acts upon it, and
crushes falsehood

and proscribes it,

accepting no blame, in the path
of Allah, from any blamer.

He is the first to believe in Allah
and in His Messenger; and he is
the one who offered his life as a
sacrifice for the Messenger of
Allah.
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[l commanded him, on behalf of

Allah, to sleep in my bed, and
he did it to sacrifice himself for
me.]

He was with the Messenger of
Allah when no one among men
worshipped Allah in the
company of His Messenger
other than him.

O people! Prefer him (over all
others), for Allah has indeed
preferred him, and turn to him,
for Allah has indeed appointed
him (as your guide).

O people! He is an Imam
authorised by Allah, and Allah
shall never turn to anyone (in
mercy)

who denies his authority,

nor shall He ever forgive him;

This is a decisive decree by
Allah that He shall do so to
anyone who opposes His
command about him,
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and shall torment him with the
most painful torment, which
lasts forever and ever.

Hence, beware lest you oppose
him, and thus, arrive at a fire
whose fuel is people and
stones,

prepared for the disbelievers.

O people! By Allah, all early
prophets and messengers have
given the glad tiding of my
advent.

| am the seal of the prophets
and the messengers,

and the proof (of Allah) over all
the creatures, of the
inhabitants of the heavens and
the earths.

He, who doubts this, is indeed a
disbeliever,

with the disbelief of the early
era of ignorance.

And he, who doubts anything of
what | have said this (day),

has doubted all that has been
revealed to me.

[And anyone who doubts any of
the Aimma,
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has doubted them all],

and anyone who doubts us,
shall be in the fire.

O people! Allah, the Mighty and
the Majestic, has bestowed this
virtue upon me

out of His kindness and His
grace.

And there is no god but He.

My praise is for Him forever
and ever,

and in all circumstances.

O people! Prefer Ali (over all
others),

for he is the best of the people,
men or women, after me so
long as Allah sends down His
sustenance and (so long as) the
creation exists.

Under curse and again under
curse, under wrath and again
under wrath, is he who rejects
this saying of mine
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and does not agree with it.

Certainly, Jibrail has informed
of this from Allah, the most
high, Who also said:

“Anyone who bears enmity
against Ali and refuses his
authority, for him shall be My
curse and My wrath.”

Thus every soul should look to
what he has sent forth for the
morrow. Be watchful of (your
duty towards) Allah lest you
should oppose Him

and (your) foot should slip after
its stability.

Verily Allah is well acquainted
with (all) that you do.

O people! He (i.e. Ali) is “the
side of Allah” that is mentioned
in Allah’s Book.

He, the exalted, says, “Lest a
soul should (then) say: ‘Ah!
Woe onto me that | abused and
neglected (my duties towards)
the side of Allah’.”
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O people! Reflect on the Qur’an
and comprehend its verses.

Look into its clear verses

and do not follow its
ambiguous parts,

For by Allah, none shall be able
to explain to you its warnings
and its mysteries, nor shall
anyone clarify its
interpretation,

other than the one that | have
grasped his hand,

brought up beside myself,

[and lifted his arm,]

The one about whom | inform
you that whomever | am his
master, this Ali is his master;

And he is Ali ibn Abi Talib, my
brother, the executor of my
(will), whose appointment as
(your) guardian and leader has
been sent down to me from
Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic.
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O people! [Indeed, | am leaving
amongst you two weighty and
precious things that if you
adhere to both, you will never
go astray.]

Verily, Ali and the pure ones
among my offspring are the
lesser weight, and the Qur’an is
the greater weight.

Each one [of the two] informs
about the other and agrees
with it.

They shall never part until they
return to me at the Pool (of al-
Kawthar on the day of
Judgement).

Behold! They (i.e. the
Ahlulbayt) are the trustees of
Allah amongst His creation, and
His people of wisdom on His
earth.”

Thereafter, Allah’s Messenger
(pbuh)took the upper arm of
Imam Ali (pbuh) by his hand,
raised it, and said:
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[“O people! Who has more
priority over you than
yourself?” People said: “Allah
and His Messenger.”

Then he said: “Behold!
Whosoever | am master, this Ali
is his master. O Allah! Stay firm
in supporting those who stay
firm in following him, be hostile
to those who are hostile to him,
help those who help him, and
forsake those who forsake
him.]

O people! This Ali is my brother,
the executor of my (affairs), the
container of my knowledge,

my successor over my nation,
and over the interpretation of
the Book of Allah, the Mighty
and the Majestic,

and the true inviter to its
(implications).

He is the one who acts
according to what pleases Him,
fights His enemies, causes to
adhere to His obedience,

and advises against His
disobedience.
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Surely, he is the successor of
the Messenger of Allah, the
commander of the believers,

the guiding Imam, and the killer
of the oath breakers,

the transgressors, and the
apostates.

| speak by the authority of
Allah. The word with me shall
not be changed.

| say with the command of
Allah:

O Allah! Be the guardian of him
who adheres to him.

Be the enemy of him who bears
enmity against him.

Curse him who rejects him.

Be wrathful towards him who
denies his rights.

Indeed, | have now fulfilled (my
duty). Indeed, | have now
conveyed (the Message).
Indeed, | have now made (you)
hear (it).

Indeed, | have now clarified (it).



Indeed, Allah, the Mighty and
the Majestic, so said, and so did
| on His behalf.

Indeed, there is no commander
for the faithful save this brother
of mine, and it is not
permissible to call anyone other
than him with the title of “the
Commander of the Believers”
after my departure
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Part 4 — Announcing the perfection of religion due to Ali’s
appointment and reminding the people of his virtues

O Allah! (I testify that) You did
send down [this verse regarding
Ali, Your authorised
representative, at the time of
the explanation of his authority
and appointment today:]

“This day, | perfected your
religion for you, completed My
favour upon you, and was
satisfied that Islam be your
religion.”

You (also) said, “if anyone
desires a religion other than
Islam (submission to Walaya of
Ali), never shall it be accepted
from him, and in the Hereafter,
he shall be one of the losers.”

O Allah! I implore You to
witness that | have conveyed
(Your message).

O people! Allah, the Mighty and
the Majestic, has indeed
perfected your religion through
his (i.e. Ali’s) leadership.
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Thus, whoever does not follow
his example and the example of
those of my children from his
loins who will take his position
until the Day of Judgement

—when deeds are presented
before Allah, the Mighty and
the majestic — they are the
ones whose deeds become vain
and fruitless, and they shall be
in Hellfire forever.

“Their torment shall not be
lightened, nor shall it be
postponed.”

O people! This is Ali, who has
been my greatest aid, the most
worthy of you before me, the
closest in relation with me, and
the dearest to me amongst you

(all).

Both Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, and | are pleased with
him.

No verse [in the Qur’an] has
been sent down expressing
(Allah’s) pleasure except that
(in its absolute sense) it is
about him,
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Nor has Allah addressed with
honour “those who believe”
but that He meant him first,

Nor has any verse of praise
been revealed in the Qur’an but
that it is in his honour,

Nor did Allah testify Paradise in
(the chapter starting with) “
Has not passed over man a long
period of time” but for him, nor
did He reveal it for other than
him, nor did He mean to praise
by it save him.

O people! He is the patron of
the religion of Allah, and the
one who argues on behalf of
the Messenger of Allah.

He is the pious, the pure, the
guide, and the rightly guided.

Your prophet is the best
prophet, the executor (of my
will) over you is the best
executor and deputy, and his
sons are the best deputies.

O people! The progeny of every
prophet was from his own loins
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whereas my progeny is from
the loins of Ali.

O people! Surely, Iblis (the
greater shaytan) caused Adam
to be dismissed from the
garden through envy.

Thus, do not envy him or your
deeds shall be nullified and
your feet shall slip,

Verily, Adam was sent down to
earth only because of one
mistake,

while he was the elite of Allah,
the Mighty and the Majestic.

How, then, will be your
condition, and you are what
you really are, and among you
are the enemies of Allah?

Indeed, none hates Ali but a
wretched person, none keeps
himself attached to Ali but a
pious person,

and none has faith in his
(virtues) but a sincere believer.
And in the honour of Ali, by
Allah, was the chapter of Al-Asr
(103) revealed:
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In the name of Allah, the
Compassionate, the Merciful.

By the Time (of rising)!

Most surely man is in loss,

Except those who believe,

do righteous deeds, and enjoin

on each other the truth,

and enjoin on each other
patience and constancy.”

O people! | have sought Allah
to be my witness and have
conveyed my communication
to you,

“and the messenger is only
obligated to convey clearly.”

O people!

“Be cautious of (your duties
towards) Allah

the caution that He deserves,
and do not die except in the
state of submission.”
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Part 5 — Referring to the aims of the hypocrites

O people! Believe in Allah and
His Messenger and the light
that was sent down with him,

“before We alter faces then
turn them on their backs

or curse them as We cursed the
Sabbath breakers.”

[By Allah! No one is intended by
this (latter) verse except a
certain group of my
companions whom | know by
their names and their lineage,

yet, | have been ordered to
ignore them.]

O people! The light (created) by
Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, has been placed in
me, then in Alj,

and then in his select
descendants up to al-Qa’im al-
Mahdi,
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and Allah shall soon reward the
grateful

[who observe patience.]

Behold! Ali is surely the one
described with patience and
gratitude,

so are after him my offspring
from his loins.

O people! Do not think that you
are doing a favour to Allah by
accepting Islam lest His wrath
should descend upon you,

and lest He should afflict you
with His punishment; surely He
is ever watching.

O people! There shall soon be
leaders after me who shall
invite (people) to the fire,

and on the Day of Judgement
they shall not be helped.

O people!

Indeed, Allah and | are both
clear of them.

O people!
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They, their supporters, their
followers

and their adherents shall be in
the lowest depths of the fire;

and evil, indeed, is the abode of
the arrogant.

Know that these are, indeed,
the People of the Sheet; so, let
each one of you look into his
own sheet (of deeds)!”

O people!

| leave the authority after me as
Imamate (leadership) inherited
in my offspring until the Day of
Judgement.

Certainly, | just conveyed what |
have been ordered to convey as
an argument against everyone,

be him present or absent,

a direct witness or not,

and already born or not yet
born.
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Hence, everyone who is present
should convey (this sermon) to
those who are absent, every
parent should convey it to
his/her children, (and they
should continue to do so) until
the Day of Judgement.

But, (I have been informed
that) some people shall replace
this (divinely-assigned
leadership) with kingdom
through usurpation. May Allah
curse the usurpers and
dispossessors,

And then, “We will soon settle
your affairs, o the two
weights.”

And (also), “on you O the two
(greatest enemies) shall be
launched a flame of fire and a
(flash of) molten brass, thus
you shall never prevail.”

O people !

Without doubt, Allah, the
Mighty and the Majestic, does
not leave you in the state you
are now,

Until He separates the evil from
the good ones.

Nor does He make you
acquainted with (the
knowledge of) the unseen.
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O people! There shall be no
(wrongful) community but that
Allah shall perish it due to the
rejection (of truth) by its
people.

Such is what Allah, the exalted,
mentioned (in His book) as to
how He destroys the wrongful
societies.

This is your leader and your
guardian, and these are Allah’s
promises. Verily, Allah fulfils His
promise.

O people! Most of the early
generations before you have
strayed, and surely, Allah
destroyed them. He shall be the
One who destroyed them. He
shall be the One who destroys
the later generations too.

Allah, the exalted, states: “Did
We not destroy the former
generations?

So shall We follow the same for
later (generations). Such is how
We treat the guilty.

Woe on that Day to the
rejecters (of truth).”
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Part 6 — Adherents of Ahlulbayt (pbut) and their enemies

O people!

| am the Straight Path of Allah
whom He commanded you to
follow,

And such after me also id Alj,
and then my offspring from his
loins,

the Aimma who guide with
truth and turn (people) to it.”

The, the Prophet (pbuh) recited
the entire chapter of the
opening (al- Fatiha) and said:

“This (chapter)was revealed in
my honour and in theirs (i.e.
the Aimma) generally and
specifically.

They are the authorised friends
of Allah, for whom there shall
be no fear, nor shall they
grieve.

Behold! Truly, it is the party of
Allah that shall prevail.
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Lo! It is their enemies who are
the dissenters, the
transgressors

and the brethren of Shaytan,
who inspire one another with
embellished vain discourses by
way of deception.

Lo! It is their close adherents
who are the true believers,

whom Allah, the Mighty and
the Majestic, mentions in His
Book saying:

“You will not find any group of
people who (truly) believe in
Allah and in the Last Day,

yet they love those who
opposed Allah and His
messenger, even though, they
were their own fathers, sons,
brothers or kinfolk;

Those (who meet this criterion)
are the ones in whose heart He
has written faith...”
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Lo! Their close adherents are
those whom Allah, the Mighty
and the Majestic, describes as
the following:

“Those who believe and do not
cover their faith with injustice,
are the ones for whom is the
security (from Hellfire), and
they are the rightly guided.”

[Indeed, their close adherents
are those who believed and
then have not entertained
doubt (in their faith).]

Lo! Their close adherents shall
enter Paradise in peace and
security, and the angels shall
receive them with greetings

saying,

“Well have you done! Hence,
enter into it to dwell therein
forever!”

Indeed, their close adherents
are those about whom

Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, said,

They shall enter Paradise
(where they shall receive
sustenance) without having to
account for anything.
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Lo! Their enemies are ones who
shall arrive at Hell.

Indeed, their enemies are the
ones who shall hear the
(terrible) drawing in of its
breath as it blazes forth,

and therein shall be the heaving
of sighs and sobs.

Behold! Their enemies are
those whom Allah states:

“Whenever a nation enters it, it
shall curse its peer.”

Lo! Their enemies are those
whom Allah, the Mighty and
the Majestic, describes as:

“Every time a group is cast
therein, its keepers shall ask
them, ‘Did no warner come to
you?’

They shall say, ‘Yes indeed. A
warner came to us, but we
rejected (him) and said,

Allah has not revealed

anything; you are but in a great
error.”
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They shall also say, ‘Had we
listened or used our wisdom,
we would not have been among
the inmates of the blazing fire.’

They shall then confess their
sins; but far from mercy shall be
the inmates of the burning
fire.”

In contrast, their close
adherents are, indeed, ones
who fear their Lord in secret;

for them is forgiveness and a
great reward.

O people! What a great
difference it is between the
burning fire and the great
reward!

O people! Our enemy is whom
Allah censures and curses,
whereas our adherent friend is
the one whom Allah praises and
loves.

O people! Behold! lam a
warner and Ali is a guide.

O people!
| am a prophet and Ali is the
executor of my (will).
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Part 7 — Mentioning Imam Al-Mahdi (pbuh)

Know that the seal of the j,ét/'éj‘ @E}gjj‘ ;J:L; &lﬂ‘
leaders from among us shall be
the Qa’im, the Mahdi. b2
L;g.g,i\
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He shall be, indeed, the d.é &falw'/"_% 15 ‘ég\ﬂi

destroyer of every polytheistic
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Behold! He is the elite of Allah,
and Allah is his chooser.

He shall be the heir of every
knowledge, and the one who
shall encompass [every
perception].

He shall advise and inform on
behalf of His Lord, the Mighty
and the Majestic, and shall
remind about the matters
pertaining to His faith.

He shall be the right-minded
and unerring,

to whom authority shall be
vested.

Behold! All former (prophets)
have given the glad tidings of
him.

Know that he shall be the
remaining proof (of Allah), after
whom there shall be no (new)
proof.

There shall be no truth except
with him,

nor shall there be any light (of
guidance) except at his
disposal.

None, indeed, shall overcome
him,

and none shall be supported
against him.
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He shall be the authorised
representative of Allah on His
earth,

His judge over His creation,
and His trustee in His secrets
and in what He made evident.
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Part 8 — Exhorting people to give their pledge
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O people! | have, indeed,
explained for you, and made
you comprehend (Allah’s
commandments), and it is this
Ali that shall make you
comprehend (every issue) after
me.

Notice that at the end of my
sermon,

I shall call upon you to shake
hands with me as the oath of
allegiance to him and the
recognition of his authority, and
to shake hands with him
afterwards.

| have, indeed, sworn allegiance
to Allah,

and Ali has sworn allegiance to
me,

And on behalf of Allah, the
Mighty and the Majestic, |
require you to swear the oath of
allegiance to him, (for Allah
says):

“Verily those who pledge
allegiance to you,

they indeed pledge allegiance to
Allah; the hand of Allah is over
their hands.

Thus, anyone who violates his
oath has indeed violated his
(own) soul,

2
NS
*” I .

st s L) 0de S5
(bt s LAl i )3

I3 auszs o el ) 2535

P2 f.f P2 /.‘f
Couaiasizlas 55. a4y

- |

|
abl e

¢

o«

G\’J
=
00/

rd

et
2%

\

-

23"

‘/

YRIEY

B8

52 b o Dy 28351 Gl 5

UL
10}1 ‘L \,9/
OX i



And anyone who fulfils the
covenant he has made with
Allah, He shall soon grant him a
great reward.”
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Part 9 — Finality of the religious laws and the role of the Aimma

O people!

The greater and the lesser
pilgrimages,

and (the mounts of al-Safa and
al-Marwa are among the signs
of Allah;

Thus whoever goes to visit the
House in the season or at other
times, he is not wrong if he
repeatedly walks between the
two (Safa and Marwa).

O people! Do make pilgrimage
to the House, for no members
of a family went there except

that they became free of need

[and received glad tidings!]
None failed to go there except
that they were impoverished.

O people! No believer stands at
the standing place (of the Arafat
desert) except that Allah
forgives all his past sins until
then.

Thus, once his pilgrimage is
over, (recording) his actions is
resumed.
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O people! The pilgrims shall be 3@3’3[;,%@@\ ‘w[f” };v[iﬁ

assisted and their expenses shall

be reimbursed, ‘@/I’? ﬁ%
And Allah shall not waste the N T AT I N
reward of those who do well. M‘P‘@?ﬁjé\b\)
O people! Perform pilgrimage to P 3 o .

the House having perfected db&f@{.ﬂ‘ ")"‘g"uju‘ :"L*’L;""

faith (with Wilaya of Ali) and
deep understanding (of
religion),
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And do not leave the sacred
visiting places except after
repenting and desisting (from all

sins). tﬁlE
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O people! ‘w[f” sl

Establish the prayers and pay LA enzbt,4) ,Z\] m; 59 5%l
the charity as Allah, the Mighty | usg}” ‘y‘ 38 | "' ""

and the Majestic, commanded 4 P
you. Joj}f-éw‘j,f
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But, it time lapses and you fall
short or forget,

them Ali shall direct you and @
“’/9 wl~
shall explain for you. ﬂs’“‘ L;
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He is the one whom Allah, the
Mighty and the Majestic,
appointed for you after me

[as the trustee of His creation.
He is from me and | am from
him.]

He and those who will succeed
him from my progeny shall
inform you of anything you ask
about,

and shall clarify what you do not
know.

Certainly, the lawful and
unlawful things are more than
that | could enumerate, specify
their limits,

and urge to or advise against
them each in this place.

Therefore, | was commanded to
take oath of allegiance and a
covenant from you in accepting
what | brought you from Allah,
the Mighty and the Majestic,

regarding Ali, the commander of
the believers,
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and the executors (of my affairs) &w}éu-ﬁuj\ st’f}&ﬁg 4 ;ﬂ‘)

after him who are from me and
from him,

O people! (By this appointment)
| have directed you to every
lawful deed and prohibited you
from every unlawful deed.

And | shall never take (my word)
back, nor shall | replace it.

Hence, remember and
safeguard it,

advise each other to it,

and never substitute not alter
it.

| repeat the saying:

Establish the prayers, pay the
charity,

enjoin the good deeds, and
forbid the evil deeds.

Behold! The greatest case of
enjoining righteous deeds is
comprehending my saying,
conveying it to whoever is not
present, urging him to accept it,
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and advising him against
violating it, for it is an order of
Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, and from me.

There is no (value or effect for)
enjoining (other) recognised
deeds and forbidding the
detested deeds except with (the
recognition of) an infallible
leader.

O people! The Qur'an informs
you that the Aimma after him
(i.e. Ali) are his descendants,
and | have already informed you
that they are of me and of him,

For Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, says in His Book,

“And He made that a Word
enduring in his posterity,”

And | said: “You will never go
astray so long as you adhere to
both (the Qur'an and my
family).”

O people! (Observe) piety!
(Observe) piety! And be wary of
the Hour as Allah,

The Mighty and the Majestic,
says,
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“Surely the convulsion of the

Hour shall be a tremendous %@if@ﬂgﬁm‘ 30:33 g)l
thing.” )
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Remember death, [3[561\ 3] &ladl ‘ijST
[resurrection,] reckoning, the
scales (of justice), QL’..i‘ 5
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and the call to account within d)&@d@(jﬁ%&w‘j&)‘}ﬂ‘ 3
the hands of the Lord of the T
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Part 10 — Pronouncing the covenant and taking the oath of
allegiance

O people!

There are too many of you to
shake my hand at the same
time,

And Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, commanded me to
take verbal recognition from
you regarding what | finalised
(on behalf of Allah) about Ali,
the commander of the
believers,

and about the Aimma from me

and him who shall succeed him,

based on what | have informed
you that my offspring are from
his loins.

Therefore, pronounce this in
one voice:

“We heard, obeyed, are
satisfied, and are submitted to
what you have conveyed to us
from our Lord and your Lord
with regard to the authority of
Ali, commander of the
believers,

and the authority of the Aimma
from his loins.
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We pledge allegiance to you in
this regard with our hearts, our
souls, our tongues, and our
hands.

According to this, shall we live,
shall we die, and shall we be
resurrected.

We shall not alter, nor shall we
substitute, nor shall we
entertain doubt, [nor shall we
deny,] nor shall we distrust, nor
shall we withdraw from the
covenant, nor shall we breach
the pact.

[(O Messenger!) You advised us
on behalf of Allah regarding Ali,
the commander of the
believers,

and the Aimma after him that
you mentioned to be of your
offspring from his descendants
(who are): Hasan, Husayn, and
whomever Allah shall appoint
after them.

The covenant and the pledge
are taken from us, from our
hearts, our souls, our tongues,
our minds and our hands.
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Anyone (of us) who can reach
him shall shake his hand,
otherwise he shall affirm the
covenant by his tongue.

We shall not seek any substitute
for it, nor shall Allah see in our
souls any diversion from it.]

We shall convey the same on
your behalf to anyone, neat or
far, among our offspring and
our people,

We take Allah as witness to this,
and surely Allah suffices as
witness.

you are also witness over us; so
are anyone who obeyed, visible
or covered, Allah’s Angels, His
forces and His servants.

And Allah is greater than every
witness.”

O people!
What do you say?

Verily, Allah is we-aware of
every voice and the secrecy of
every soul;
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“He who accepts guidance, it is
to the benefit of his own soul,
and he who goes astray, does so
to his own loss.”

Those who pledge fealty, they
indeed pledge fealty to Allah;

the hand of Allah is over their
hands.

O people!

Be mindful of Allah, give you
oath of allegiance to Ali, the
commander of the believers,

may Allah’s blessings be upon
him, Hasan, Husayn and to the
Aimma [from them],

A goodly word that is enduring.

Allah shall cause whoever acts
treacherously to perish and
shall have mercy on whoever
remains loyal.

“Thus, anyone who violates his
oath has indeed violated his
(own) soul,

And anyone who fulfils the
covenant he has made with
Allah, He shall soon grant him a
great reward.”
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O people!

Say what | told you, and greet
Ali with the title of “The
Commander of the Believers.”

And also say: “We listened, and
obeyed, Your forgiveness (do
we seek), Our Lord. And
towards Your (reward or
punishment) is the eventual
turn.”

And say:

“Praise be to Allah who has
guided us to this. Never could
we be guided had Allah not
guided us.”

O people!

Without doubt, the merits of Ali
ibn Abi Talib in the sight of
Allah, the Mighty and the
Majestic, which are indeed
revealed in the Qur’an, are
more numerous than | could
recount in one speech;
thus, whenever someone
relates them to you and
acquaints (you) with them,
believe him,
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O people! Whoever obeys Allah,
His Messenger, Ali, and the
Aimma that | mentioned, has
indeed achieved a great
prosperity.

O people!

The foremost from among you
in paying homage to him, (truly)
accepting his guardianship,

and greeting him as “the
Commander of the Believers”
are the winners of the garden of
bliss.

O people!

Say what makes Allah be
pleased with you,

And (know that) if you and all
the people on earth disbelieve,
it shall not harm Allah in the
least.

O Allah! Forgive the believers
[through what | have conveyed
and commanded,]
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And let Your wrath descend
upon those [who deny] and
disbelieve,

And praise belongs to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds.



THE SECTS OF ISLAM
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With Islam being the fastest growing religion in the world, it is
frequently asked about the different sects.

The two major branches of Islam are Ahlul Sunna wal Jama’a or the
Sunni sect and Tashayyu known as the Shi’as.

The difference stems fundamentally from a disagreement as to the
authority by which the teachings (sunnah) of the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) were interpreted and transmitted. From this fundamental
disagreement follow differences in belief and practise.

AUTHORITY

Shi’as believe that the authority to interpret and transmit the
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was clearly given by the
Prophet (pbuh) in his lifetime to his son-in-law and cousin Ali ibn Abu
Talib (pbuh) and inherited by certain of his descendants who were also
linear descendants of the Prophet (pbuh), through his daughter Fatima
(pbuh) - the wife of Ali (pbuh)

The greatest confirmation of this authority in the Shia’ view is the
designation made by the Prophet (pbuh) in Ghadeer on his way back
from the farewell Hajj (pilgrimage), 10 weeks before his death. It was
the first Hajj since the hijra (emigration) to Madina and the Prophet
(pbuh) wished to show the Muslims the correct way of the Hajj. He
stopped the large caravan of pilgrims at a place near a pond (Ghadeer)
between Makka and Madina and delivered a sermon in which he held
the hand of Ali (pbuh) and said:

“For whomsoever | am master (mawla), this Ali is his master (mawla)
also”

Then the people congratulated Ali (pbuh) and took an oath of
allegiance to him. Both sects agree to this but the Sunnis interpret the
word ‘mawla’ as friend. This leaves the awkward problem of explaining
why the Prophet (pbuh), would have stopped this mammoth caravan
of people in the blazing noonday heat of the desert just to tell the
people that Ali (pbuh) was his friend which was already well known.
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The Sunnis do not trace the authority of interpretation to any
individual, including their Khalifas whom they regard as political
leaders. Instead, they look to consensus (ijjmaa) based upon what was
agreed by the community as the practise of Islam. They quote the
saying of the Prophet (pbuh) “My community will never agree on an
error”. The Shia’s accept this but place emphasis on unanimity rather
than consensus. The Sunnis also quote the saying of the Prophet
(pbuh) that “My companions are like stars, follow any of them and you
will be guided.” The Shia’s point out that among the companions are
those whom the Qur’an criticises as being hypocrites e.g. Abu Sufyan.

This difference also sheds light on the names of the two sects.

SUNNI
It comes from the word ‘sunnah’ meaning the word or practise of the
Prophet (pbuh).

SHI'A

The word Shi’a means follower or associate. It indicates that the Shi’a
are the followers of Ali (pbuh) after the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
but in no way is it to be supposed that they are less scrupulous in
trying to pattern their lives after the sunnah of Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh). It is merely that the authority for the transmission and
interpretation of the teachings of the Prophet (pbuh) is from his
descendants rather than being based upon consensus among his
community (Ummah).



PRINCIPLES OF BELIEF

All Muslims agree on the following principles of faith:

e The oneness of God (Tawheed)

e His Angels

e His Prophets

e His Books

e His Judgement (The last day)

To this the Shi’as add His justice and the necessity of Imama (divine
appointment of leadership - after the Prophet (pbuh)

IMAMA

If the human being is to be judged by his actions which he is free to
choose and act upon, then the justice of God requires that guidance be
sent in the form of a divinely appointed Imam (leader).

“It is upon Us to guide and surely the hereafter and the former, both
are Ours” 92:12-13

“And We made them Imams guiding the people by Our command...”
21:73

The Sunni interpretation of these ayaat (verses) is that the divinely
appointed Imam for our times was the Prophet (pbuh). The Shi’as
believes that the Prophet (pbuh) clearly established Imama in his
sermon at Ghadeer:

“I leave behind two weighty things, which if you follow, you will never
go astray after me. They are the book of God and my descendants. By
Allah! | remind you of my descendants By Allah! | remind you of my
descendants, By Allah! | remind you of my descendants, By Allah! |
remind you of my descendants.”

Sahih Muslim (Arabic Edition 1980) - Vol.4 Pg. 1873 Hadith 2408/36
(English Edition) - Chapter CMXCVI Pg. 1286 Hadith 5920

The Prophet (pbuh) has also said:

“There are twelve leaders after me. All of them will be from the
Quraysh.”

Sahih Bukhari (English Edition) - Chapter 9, Hadith 329
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SOME DIFFERENCES IN PRACTISES

Combining Salaa

Shias combine Dhuhr/’Asr and Maghrib/Isha prayers.

Shias believe that there are 5 prayers to be prayed in 3 periods of time
as stated in the Qur’an:

“Establish salaa at the decline of the sun, and at the darkness of night
and the recitation of dawn...” 17:78

“Establish salaa at the 2 ends of the day and at the beginning of the
night..” 11:114

All sects may do so when there is fear or rain or journey. Haj is a prime
example where all pray Dhuhr and 'Asr together on the day of Arafat.
There are 13 traditions in the Sahih Sitta where the Holy Prophet
(pbuh) joined the prayers in the absence of fear, rain or journey.

Adhan (Call to prayer)

After testifying that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah, Shias add
that Ali is the Shias do not believe it to be a part of Adhan or Igama but
is recited for grace and blessing.

The Sunnis add “Prayers are better than sleep" to the Fajr Adhan and
have taken out “Hasten to the best of actions".

Praying on Turbat (Muhr)

Sunnis and Shi’as both have Ahadith asking us to prostrate on pure
earth which includes dust, stone, grass etc. All things that grow from
the earth can be used provided that they are not eaten or worn. Thus
we keep tablets of clay handy.

Some quotes from Sunni sources:

“The Prophet used to rest his forehead on the earth whilst doing
sajda”

Saheeh Bukhari, Part 1 pg. 97

“Abu Sa’eed used to relate that he had seen the Prophet doing sajda
on wet mud so much so that he could see the stains of mud on his

forehead”

Saheeh Bukhari Part 1 pg.104



The reverence shown by the Shia at the tombs of the Ma'sumeen
and other pious individuals

Shi’as do not worship or pray towards them as accused. We respect
them. Reverence is not Shirk.

“Do not reckon those who are slain in the way of Allah to be dead;
Rather they are alive and are being sustained by their Lord." 3:168

Invoking the help of Allah through the Ma’sumeen (pbuh)

Allah asks us to seek the way to Him thus we invoke those who are
closer to Him to intercede.

"O you who believe, be mindful of Allah and seek a way to Him and
strive hard in His way so you may be successful..." 5:35

"And if they had only come to you when they had sinned and sought
the pardon of Allah and the Apostle had also asked pardon for them,
surely they would have found Allah, Forgiving and Merciful.” 4:64

Mutaa’ - Temporary Marriage

The practice of Mutaa’ is allowed in Qur'an:

(...Except the forbidden -mahram women) the rest are lawful for you to
seek them with gifts from your property (i.e., dowry), protection (from
sin), not fornication. For whatever you have had of pleasure
(Istamta'tum) with them in the contract, give unto them their dowries
as a duty. And there is no sin for you in what you both agree (in
extending the contract) after fulfilling the (first) duty. Lo! Allah is All-
Knowing, Wise. 4:24

Sunnis contend that this command was abrogated by the aya:

"Guard your private parts except from your wives and those that your
right hands possess. (i.e. slave maids)" 23:6

The great Sunni scholar, Fakhr al-Razi, who has been given the title of
"Imam al-Mushakkikeen" (the leader of the ever-doubtful), in his
commentary of Qur'an mentioned under the verse of Mutaa’ that:
Umar said:
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“Two types of Mutaa’ were (legal) during the time of the Prophet and |
forbid them both, and | punish those who commit it. They are: Mutaa’
of pilgrimage and Mutaa’ of women.”

Reference: Tafseer al-Kabir, by al-Fakhr al-Razi, v3, p201

Finally, Imam Khumayni said:

“More saddening and dangerous then nationalism is the creation of
dissension between Sunnis and Shi’as and diffusion of mischievous
propaganda among other brother Muslims....The Sunnis are our
brothers and equal to us.....” -Speech to Hajis -13.9.80

“The filthy hands which aggravate the differences between the Shi’a
and Sunni Muslims belong neither to the Shi’a or the Sunni. They are
the hands of colonialists who hatch plots for creating division under the
pretext of Shia’ism and Sunnism.”
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